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Designing & Specifying for Successful Connection Design  
February 28, 2012, 6-8 PM 

 

Presentation Overview: 

 

A discussion with real examples and practical solutions on how to specify structural steel 

connection requirements including loading, geometry, and member sizes which will lead to 

successful connection design, design review, approval, and fabrication.  The discussion includes 

connection related issues that will promote sound connectionsΣ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ wCLΩǎ and speed up the 

approval process, resulting in quality projects for all involved.   

 
 

Mr. Bill Bonefas, P.E., S.E. 

Bill Bonefas, P.E., S.E. is a Principal with Structural 

Solutions, Inc., Fort Worth, TX and a licensed professional 

engineer in 27 States.  Bill earned his Bachelor of Science 

in engineering from the University of Illinois in 1985 and a 

Masters of Engineering from The University of Texas at 

Arlington in 1992. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Bill has 27 years of structural steel connection design experience including 13 years as a Principal 

of Structural Solutions, Inc.  Structural Solutions, Inc. specializes in connection design, value 

engineering, design assist, and erection analysis.  Notable connection design projects include the 

Chicago Bears, Soldier Field stadium, the Indianapolis Colts stadium, the Gaylord Texan, Kansas 

/ƛǘȅΩǎ YŀǳŦƳŀƴ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ, as well as the Fort Worth and Dallas Convention Centers.  

Current Projects include the Tobin Center for the Performing Arts in San Antonio, and New 

¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ²ƘƛǘƴŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !ǊǘΦ 

 
 

 

Meeting Info 

Date: Feb. 28, 2012 

Cocktails: 6:00 ς 6:30 pm 

Dinner: 6:30 ς 7:00 pm 

Program: 7:00 ς 8:00 pm 

Location: 

Cityplace Conference Center 

2711 North Haskell 

Dallas, TX 

Cost: 

Members: $25 

Non-Members: $35 

Students: $10 

No Meal: $0 

SEAoT members and guests 

may obtain a validated 

parking ticket at the 

registration table. This will 

allow you to exit the parking 

garage without paying a fee. 

 

Reservations 

Please RSVP by 8:00 am on 

Friday, Feb. 24, 2012. 

Click Here to register on-line, 

or call Rose Palomino at (214) 

593-1160. Please indicate 

names of all attending and 

specify if a vegetarian meal is 

required. 

Cancellations must be made 

by end-of-day on Friday, Feb. 

24, 2012 to be honored. 

 

http://www.seaot.org/dallas/reservations.cfm
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
By Bradford Russell, P.E. 

As we discussed last month, the theme 

ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ нлмн ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ψ/ƘŀƴƎŜΩΦ  

This subject can take many forms and is 

abundant in our profession in a number 

of ways, from the changes in code forces 

we use on the design of our buildings, to 

the way we operate our business day in 

and day out.  We hope you can see this 

theme in our coming meetings and 

discussions through the year. 

In the months ahead, we will be looking 

into such subjects as rebuilding the 

Pentagon after the terrorist attack to 

legal issues for structural engineers.  If 

this range does not stir thoughts of 

change, likely nothing will as both are 

directly related to adjustments in the way 

we practice our profession. 

We all remember a day when terrorism 

was only thought to occur across the 

ocean in a land far away.  But now it is 

here on our soil and we all deal with it in 

our designs, from the code required 

strength of our structures, to the 

allowable access of spaces through the 

building layout.  The structural design is 

directly impacted by the security needs 

for the buildings we design. 

We constantly approach our work with 

the understanding of the legal 

implications of our actions.  Risk 

management is a key component of every 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  What are the 

implications of the chosen wording in our 

e-mails, or the discussions with the 

contractor on the job site?  How should 

we answer and when our answers 

become a matter of record?  These 

actions have always had legal 

ramifications, but maybe more so in 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ litigious environment. 

 

If you see changes to our meetings which 

could improve interest for our members, 

please let one of the officers know of 

your ideas.  We serve the chapter by 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

will look for your feedback.  Please call or 

e-mail me at (972) 235-9308 / 

brad@brarchitects.com or contact any 

member of the board.   

 

Officers and Directors 
Please see page 6 for our new Chapter 

officers and State Directors.  If you are 

interested in becoming more involved 

with your structural engineering 

community, feel free to contact any of 

them for more details. 

 

SEAoT Dues Reminder 
DonΩt forget to renew your membership!  

Please remember to renew your 

membership for 2012.  Your dues go 

towards providing meeting space and 

speakers for our chapter meetings, 

funding our student scholarship, and 

providing member discount to our State 

Conference.  You can go online to 

www.seaot.org and renew your 

membership today! 

 

 

Call for Articles 
The Dallas Chapter is responsible for 

articles to be published in the Spring 2012 

State SEAoT Newsletter and we are STILL 

looking for submissions.  Articles can be 

technical, informational or anything else 

related to the structural engineering 

profession.  We know there are a lot of 

smart engineers in our chapter, and now 

is the time to show it.  Please submit any 

ideas to David Barrett at   

dbarrett@rlginc.com. 

 

 

Quick Links 

RSVP for Chapter Dinner 

SEAoT Web Site 

SEAoT - Membership 

SEAoT - Online Payment 

Submit Newsletter Ideas 

Structural Engineers Association - 

International 

AISC Web Site 

ACI Web Site 

ASCE Web Site 

Texas Board of Professional 

Engineers 

Advertising Opportunities 

Upcoming Events 

Next chapter meetings: 

March 20, 2012ăNote date change! 

άReconstruction of the Pentagonέ 

- Rick Edelson 

April 24, 2012 

άLegal Issues for Structural Engineersέ 

- Hollye Fisk 

May 22, 2012 

άAISC Design Manual Chapter Nέ 

- Erin Criste 

 

March 18-22, 2012 ς Dallas, TX 

ACI Spring Convention 

 

April 18-20, 2012 ς Grapevine, TX 

2012 NASCC Steel Conference 

 

AISC Seminars 

ACI Education 

ASCE Education 

mailto:brad@brarchitects.com
http://www.seaot.org/
mailto:dbarrett@rlginc.com
http://www.crsi-foundation.org/index.cfm/donate/donate
http://www.seaot.org/dallas/reservations.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/
http://www.seaot.org/membership.cfm
http://www.seaot.org/payonline.cfm
mailto:lponce@ponce-fuess.com
http://www.seaint.org/
http://www.seaint.org/
http://www.aisc.org/
http://www.concrete.org/general/home.asp
http://www.asce.org/
http://www.tbpe.state.tx.us/index.htm
http://www.tbpe.state.tx.us/index.htm
mailto:dparkin@ppoinc.net
http://www.concrete.org/EVENTS/EV_CONVENTIONS.HTM
http://www.concrete.org/EVENTS/EV_CONVENTIONS.HTM
http://www.aisc.org/content.aspx?id=28500
http://www.aisc.org/content.aspx?id=28500
http://www.aisc.org/content.aspx?id=2802
http://www.concrete.org/EDUCATION/edu.htm
http://www.asce.org/knowledge-learning/continuing-education/
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New Members 
Mr. Elias Reese, EIT of JQ, Inc. has been 

approved for membership as a Graduate 

Engineer.  Please join us in welcoming 

Elias to SEAoT !! 

 

2013 Meeting Topics 
We are already looking for presentation 

ideas for next year.  If you have a 

presentation idea, or if would like to see 

something on the 2013 schedule, or if 

you are interested in presenting, please 

contact any of the Board members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 
Do you work with someone who is 

considering joining? Please encourage 

structural engineers that are not 

currently members to join.  It not only 

gives us a greater voice on issues 

important to our profession, but it also 

helps promote the recognition and 

visibility of structural engineering at a 

state and national level.  For application  

information, contact Ian Babcock at 

214.593.8246 or at ibabcock@lafp.com.  

Applications can be made and dues paid 

on-line at www.SEAoT.org .   

 

Are you an EIT who recently passed the 

new 16-hour SE exam?  Let us know and 

we will announce your accomplishment in 

the newsletter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

January Speaker 
The January 2012 speakers were Mr. 

Jason Hart, PE and Mr. Jorge Farias of JQ.  

Mr. HartΩs and Mr. FariasΩs presentation 

discussed the use of three dimensional 

scanning in industrial facilities.  The 

presentation introduced laser scanning 

data acquisition and then focused on 

using 3D modeling software to lay out the 

structure while factoring in the geometric 

constraints.  We thank both Jason and 

Jorge for their interesting presentation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice! 

We would like to provide our newsletter by 

electronic format only if possible!  This helps us 

control our costs as well as saving paper and 

keeps unnecessary paper off your desk. 

Those of you interested in receiving the Dallas 

Chapter newsletter and meeting 

announcements should contact Lucas Ponce by 

phone at (214) 665-9424 or via e-mail at 

lponce@ponce-fuess.com .  Please be sure to 

update us if your e-mail address changes so that 

you can continue to receive our newsletters and 

stay in touch with the Dallas Chapter. 

Thanks you for your assistance! 

 

mailto:ibabcock@lafp.com
http://www.seaot.org/
mailto:lponce@ponce-fuess.com
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The Dallas Chapter of SEAoT would like to thank all of the advertisers that have contributed to the newsletter.  We appreciate your 

support. 

 

You may support SEAoT by advertising in the newsletter.  Space is available to structural engineering firms, vendors and suppliers 

starting at $125.00 for one year of advertisement (8 newsletters).  If interested, please contact David Parkin at (214) 221-2220 or via 

e-mail at dparkin@ppoinc.net . 

 

mailto:dparkin@ppoinc.net
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